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tians. It is desirable to avoid misconception on the
point. There was in Egypt no Englishman who
desired Great Britain to sever her association ,with
that country, or who believed that that association in
the past had not been beneficial to both. To main-
tain union, he was prepared to sacrifice, if needs be,
a thousand formulas. If the word Protectorate con-
veyed a sense of servitude to Egyptians, let the term
be abandoned and a less distasteful title substituted.
Nothing mattered to these Imperialists, provided the
tie existing between the land of their birth and the
country of their adoption remained unbroken. Thus,
on the main issue, no difference of opinion separated
the home government from the local British com-
munity ; it was only in the choice of means to accom-
plish the aim that the two parted company. By both,
Egypt was likened to a refractory child. But while
the second would have tried conciliation as the treat-
ment most likely to produce permanent goodwill
towards Great Britain, the first, obsessed with false
beliefs, pronounced for repression. His Majesty's
Government pursued their chosen path, and England
has lost Egypt.

The release from Malta of the exiled Pashas threw
the nation into transports of delight. Great Britain
was acclaimed Egypt's benefactor, and the people
gave themselves up to rejoicings. But the mani-
festations were short-lived. The old bitterness re-
turned with added force when it became plain that
England had no intention of removing the Pro-
tectorate. It is conceivable that the country would
have settled down, had the High Commissioner been
empowered to announce now that his own Government
would receive the accredited representatives of Egypt.
Influential sections of society were frankly alarmed at
the universal confusion of the country, and in the hope
of restoring order would have welcomed that intima-